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The El Cortez Hotel, inspired by Spanish Colonial
Revival architecture, opens on Thanksgiving Day. El
Cortez was financed by Richard T. Robinson, Jr. and
designed by architects Albert R. Walker and Percy
Eisen, designers of the famous Beverly Wilshire Hotel
the same year.

The landmark "El Cortez” sign is installed, illuminating
the landmark for miles both day and night.

The Sky Room is added on the 15th floor, creating
pethaps the most memorable change to the building and
clevating it on the social scene.

San Francisco businessman Harry Handlery purchases
the hotel from the El Cortez Company.

The Caribbean wing is added, answering the city’s need for
a convention center in the heart of the Cortez Hill district.

The famous Starlite Roof is added on the 12th floor, as is
the Starlite Express, the second exterior glass elevator in
the world and first in the United States.

Rev. Morris Cerullo, head of World Evangelism, Inc.,
purchases the building from Paul Handlery. This
purchase ushers El Cortez into an unusual but short
petiod as home to an evangelical ministry.

El Cortez closes and is vacated.

El Cortez receives its Historic designation by the City of
San Diego’s Historic Site Board. The historic status
opens the door for the review of a proposed restoration
of the building to its original 1927 appearance and
allows for the creation of modern, urban living spaces.

El Cortez is purchased by the historic preservation
development firm, The J. Peter Block Companies.

‘The completion of the El Cortez restoration is celebrated
during a gala benefit event.

The J. Peter Block Companies hosts an exclusive showing of
the Starlite Roof Penthouse, marking the conversion of the
living spaces into luxury condominiums.




702 ASH STREET
SAN DIEGO CA
92101-3214

619.338.8338
FAX.338.8339

WWW.ELC.CC

El Cortez, San Die
opening in 1927, 4
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THE J. PETER BLOCK COMPANIES

Pnce Raﬁge
Oiie Bellrooine. oo $369,000
" Twe Bédrooms from $575,000
" Lofts from $925,000
T Y T T E—

Pricing and availability are subject to change without notice.
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